at fault here, since these are definitions given by BS 661, of which the British Standards Institution had allowed prior publication.
The book can be recommended not only to those professional people interested in this subject but also to the intelligent layman who is interested in this field. The very reasonable price puts the book within everybody's reach. R This book is an attempt to put into illustrated summary form the abnormalities which may be found on chemical and hmmatological analysis of body fluids and blood and their interpretation. The author has chosen as his section headings standard laboratory procedures, such as the estimation of serum calcium or plasma proteins; under these he has listed, each on a separate page with its own coloured diagram, the various diseases in which ranges outside the normal for that constituent occur, together with a suggestion of further examinations which may be indicated. The idea is a good one and the layout excellent, but the book would be much more helpful if it were arranged from the angle of the disease rather than the test; physicians will not want a sequential list of the conditions in which serum lipids are disordered, however clearly laid out, if they have to search in four different sections for the investigations which may be of use in idiopathic steatorrhoea. It is irritating, also, to find that only the key diagram at the beginning of each section has the interpretation of the numerous symbols and colours used, so that one has constantly to refer back to it. Nevertheless, those who are able to do multiple analyses on their patients may find this a handy, if expensive, book for interpreting any abnormality which may be found. In their introductory chapter the editors explain that this book is aimed primarily at those interested or working in the medical and cognate sciences, from biochemistry and physiology to clinical practice and applied nutrition. It is assumed that all the readers will be qualified in some relevant branch of pure or applied science but few in the specialty of a particular contributor. There are many experts working in the endocrinological field whose activities have so far been confined to studies of one hormone or group of hormones. From time to time such an expert may have to turn his attention to a different hormone, to which the specialist skills with which he is familiar may not apply, and for this he will need entirely new techniques. Our increasing knowledge of glandular interdependence means that this occurs more freguently. It is to meet such a need that the new edition is primarily designed.
Since the publication of the first edition in 1961 great progress has been made in the field of endocrinology. The majority of the second edition has been completely re-written. There are new chapters concerned with glucagon, placental lactogen, hypothalamic releasing factors, aldosterone, renin and angiotensin, parathormone and calcitonin. The section dealing with thyroid and thyroid stimulating hormone has been expanded. Five new chapters describe the basis of some of the more recent techniques that have been applied to hormonal analysis (e.g. thin-layer and gas-liquid chromatography in the steroid field and immunological methods in the determination of polypeptides and protein hormones).
As far as possible the chapters all conform to a similar pattern: chemical constitution and physical properties; tissue of origin and an outline of biosynthesis; methods for determination in blood and urine; plasma levels in normal and diseased states. There is no doubt that the editors' hope, that these volumes are an up-todate and critical account of the subject and a guide to sound practice, is fully realized. The objective and critical outlook of the individual contributors indicates clearly, even to the nonspecialist, how much may be justifiably deduced from the methods recommended. This is of immense value and these two volumes are indispensable in any laboratory seriously concerned with endocrinological investigations. This publication is a record of the meeting of the Interdisciplinary Society for Biological Psychiatry. The aim is to produce a meeting of a mixture of disciplines and to correlate neurobiology as a whole, including neurochemistry, to psychiatry and its allied behavioural sciences. It
